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PUT DAYTON
IN YOUR FUTURE

WE GATHERED IN
THE SPRINGS

In a refreshing and reassuring large tum out,
179 members, family participants and guests
gathercd on September 9-12 in Colorado Springs
for the Association's bivearly reunion. OF note wos
the number of daughters and sons attending,

Mixed in with an Air Force Academy visit,
wranglers dinner at the Flying W, a Garden of the
Gods tour and a trip to the Royal Gorge Bridge were
a Board of Directors meeting, the annual Business
session, and the looked-forward-to Saturday
evening banguet.

Highlighting the four day event was a
commemoration ceremony held at the Academy
cemelery adjacent to the 315th Group's memorial
plague. A fly over by a WWII Spitfire was a
poignant reminder of the heritage all share.

(Board of Directors meeting: Cardidates for afficers and
Board members were reviewed and a list approved for
presemiation at the Business meeting. Unanimausly agresd to
accept Richard Kenton, whe for vears has volumary main-
tained the membership roster, ns a Honarary Member of the
Association, After lengthy discussion on criterin for retention
on the Active/Inactive roster was decided no changes to be
made. The Treasure listed income/expenses for the past year
with a remaining balance of $6.39%.25.  Bill Brinson wis fe-
quested 1o comact other ex-European-based Troop Currier
organizations to determine whether joint reunions were
desirable or feasible, Three petential sites for the 2000 renbon
were selected for presemation at the Business Meeting. )
(Business mesting: Nominaticns of Officers and Board mem-
bers were approved [see page 8 | The Treasurer reported on
income/expenses, balance on hand and that dues would be
collected after the meeting, Members were told of the
Honarary Membership of Richard Kenton, Bill Brinson was
named as project efficer for placing a Memorial Plaque at the
Bth Air Force Museum, Savannah Cost not 1o exceed $600
without Board approval. Dayton, Ohio was chasen as the site
for the year 2000 reunion; further, that aliernate dates i ¢.
April'May vs Septemiber be explored as a cost saving means.)
(ifficie! Mirates of the Board af Directors and Business
Meenings can be elitained from "Ooc™ o,



315th TROOP CARRIER GROUP ASSOCIATION

Olmsted, Florence, Aldermastan, Blida, Spanhoe, Amiens

OFFICIAL NOTICE BOARD
Message from the President;

Our reunion in Colorado Springs was a huge success. We had a very large group of members, their
wives, children and friends totaling approximately 180 according 1o one count. The credit for this excellent
tet-together must 3o 10 our Past President Bert Petersen who had 10 make the neeessary armnpements with
Armed Forces Reunion, Inc. Some came in wheel chairs, other walked with canes but all came with happy
smiles on their faces to meet old friends who arived from all parts of our great country. For me, it is always a
pleasure 1o greet old comrades and be with them again. My only regret is that several friends did not anend. |
hape that they will be able to make the next one. Afler all, who knows how many moee reunions we can
possibly have?

The: tour of the Air Foree Academy and the program at the site of the 315th plague was most inspiting.
The weather we experienced in Colorado in the late summer could not have been better. Many snapshots were
made all over the large campus.

As we look forward to our next reunion 1o be held in Dayton, Ohio, sometime in the year 2000, we are
extremely indebted to our Past President "Stan” Smith who, in my opinion, is single-handedly keeping our
organization together through his work of being Editor and Publisher of the 315th Newsleiter,

It also goes without saying that the interest, dedication and work of Bab Claer, our Recording Sceretary,
who maintains communication with numerous other Troop Carrier CGroups can not be ignored, There are also
other hard waorking members who, in their quict way, are contributing to the life of the 3151h and withowt
whose participation we could not exist. We thank cach and every one,

oy M, Schwanz,
President

*Maples-Foggia *Sicily *Rome-Amo  *Normandy  *Morthern France  *Central Europe  *Rhineland
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GLIDING INTO NORMANDY

by Byron ). Sharp

Approximately 300 gliders left Southem
England in a driving rain storm on the night of June
6, 1944 crossing the English Channel, and aeriving
at Utah Beach at daybreak: on June 7th at abowt 300
feet altitude over the larpest concentration of Allicd
war ships this world has ever produced. The sight
was awesome. The ships exiended in a north-south
direction over the horizon as far as the eye could
see.

Besides transporting about 6,000 troops
inland, the gliders carried all the heavy equipment
(jeeps, small trueks, 155 mm howitzers, 90 mm
anti-tank guns, and small bulldezers) for the troops
dropped by pantchute, as well as those brought in
by gliders. These 300 pliders were the last of about
1000 gliders used in the invasion, The first 350
were sent in carly June 6th in the dark and another
350 at davbreak June 6th,

This last group of gliders {ours) amived at
davbreak on June Tth and proceeded to the town of
Ste-Mere-Eglise about 15 miles from the Norman-
dy peninsula coast, We were suppose to land in the
hedgerows north of town, Those hedperows were
every glider pilot's nightmare. Deep ditches were
dug an each side of the hedge with a mound about 5
fzet high in the middle, and no passage from one
feld o the next. The fields were small and surr-
ounded by tall trees. After o somewhat hazardous
landing, involving an imentional eround loop and
an unintentional cart wheel, my glider ended up tail
first through the hedperow at the far end of a field,

fad
'

As the troops began to exit the glider, a U.S,
airbome staff sergeant greeted them. We had
almost landed on the temporary command post of
the 82nd Airbome. We no sooner assembled al the
command post, when a captain from the aithorne
infantry ealled for all plider pilots to follow him.
We were to gather survivars [rom our right hand
glider column, as we had split just before landing.
They hod taken heavy easunlties, having landed
where the Germans held strong positions. Glider
pilots ook twms escorting the wounded back to the
#id station,

The first hedperow where we iricd (o cross
brought & command from the captain, after he
looked over the embankment, to "ix bayonels." Al
that moment, a light American mnk rombled up the
roatd. It was the first armored vehicle to get that far
inland from Utah beach. The captain ran over to
talk to the tank commander and the tank shot about
five rounds into the hedgrow ahead of s, The
Germans disappeared. but the tank ook an 88 mm
round and began to burn. The crew got out safely,
and a glider pilot ook them back to the command
post aid station. We continued on our reseue patrol
past some shot up and burming gliders

About eight glider pilots and 1 were at the
aid station when orders came from all glider pilots
to march to Utah beach, so that we could transport
more glider troops from England. We walked
through Ste-Mere-Eglise and started down the road
toward Utah. There was constant mornar fire and
intermittent sniper fire. About hall way, however,
we met the first U, 5. armored column advancing
inland. The tanks and armored vehicles were
bumper to bumper for about five miles, | thought
the war was over!

See "Clicling" pergre 100
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OLDE MEMORIES TRIGGER NEW HOPES
by "Zipoy" Zartman

It's hard to build "sand costles” with coal
dust, but in Shamaokin, PA__sons of anthracite
miners iried! Then Naz blitzkriegs and a sneak
Japanese attack forever changed our lives,

As [ begin this old MEMORY, I'm humming
a relrain feom Gliv-plus vears apo.. when, oflen,
low over the cold, dark, white-capped waters of the
English Channel, the cockpit erew especially alen
for Jonathan Livingsion Seagull and his low=-flying
friends, we nenhbound with a Spanhoe ETA, seeing
in the windsercen the fiest sliver of the Tsland's
shores. My circadian rhythms pigued as low on the
horizon the white eliffs ok shape . HUMMING:
"There'll Be Gooney birds Over the White Clils of
Dowver, Just You Wail and See? A lintle back
pressure on the control wheel and we'd zoom up and
over the Tamous chalk and limestone wall of
fortress England __waving w the coastal sponers
barricaded behind a double row of barbed wire (the
bloke civilian and Boy Scow observers , binoculars
hanging from their necks, waved back with
clenched (sts. EXCITED because they were
surprised._caupht unawares) as we sained alitiude
o cruise home (VIR )..gaing around the Bedford
barrage balloons and their dangling chains,

Another time, crossing the Channel fanher
West, [ remember having the Isle-of~Wight in sight
Ahe port of Cowes visible, where in the summer af

1728 my Grem {plus several more) Grandfther,
Alexander Zarrtimann (not a preat speller, that's the
way he signed the oath of allegiance to King George
11 upon arrival in the colonies), his wile Katherina
and son Jacob, were passengers abaard the sailing
vessel Afbae (taking on supplies) enroute ( from
Rotterdam) to colonial Philadelphia to start “life"
anew,,. his former occupation as a stone mason and
farmer in Bheinland Palatinate soon 1o be on OLT
Memony.

For vou American history butTs, it would be
another fify veoars before Admiral Richard Howe,
Comimander of the British 1leet during the
Revolutionary War, would lead his gunships into
the same walers, Ales would purchase the initial
hamestead,. a near iwo hundred acre tract of Penn's
Woads near Brickerville in the provinee of Penn-
svlvamia ,, Thomas and Richard Penn (William's
boysh signing the sheepskin deed using quill pens
.oereating the nueleus of the Zariman family's
MEW HOPE. Mo wonder [ smile casily...my me-
mories are high-lighted with many such wondrous
daws from WWIIL . freed {probably) by the war's
madness frem a rough-tough job as an anthracite
coal-cracker!

One final thought on the English Channel.
Good thing it doesa’t freeze. The radio altimeter
that we wsed when low over ils waters {1 learned
while Mying 1o the DEW Line radar/research sites in
the northem island of Ellesmere, Greenland and
lceland) does not work accurtely over snow and
ice....the radio waves penctrate the frozen sl
dangerously indicating that vou are "higher” than
aetual altitede. A lintle "factoid” 1 gleaned as a
crew-member on Douglas C-54s, Gooney Birds and
Bocing C-97 “Stratocruisers™ in the Arctic, flying
in and out of bases‘ecamps such as Thule, Aler,
Frobisher Bay, Keflavik and Akureyi! To pet better
traction on those Arctic landing strips, we used
special tires with embedded metal shavings. Playing
with Uncle Sam's "tovs” under the Morthern Lighis
meant awesome heavenly displays and created
many colorful, Mashing memornes. P'm thonk{ul 1o
all vou old 315 thers (tlaxpavers) who funded the
missions, but, you know, it's pretty dang cold up
there and (shivering) [ belicve you gotl your money's
worth! With tnple windows on the barracks ot
Thule; “follow me’ vehicles that were necessanly
kept running as long as they remained eutdoors on
the ramp.



Heavy parkos replaced A-2 jackets and
specially insulated winter Nying suits went over
heavy long johns; even a simple call-by-nature {100
much coffee) could be a problem with all the layers
of clathing, Blowing lots of frast from our
nostrils. we eoped, ploved hands often tucked into
parkn pockets.. real “coal™ duty!

We "3 5thers,” then (early fortics in Span-
o), only recently 1een-agers (not all | .remem-
bering some of the "old" guys...Hamish McLelland,
Dog Hatton, Bill Messenger, pop into mind) still
recalled our "dream years” when newspaper
hewdlines about our heroes gave us HOPE. Most of
my "Walter Miny" guys were aviation's top four;
Lindberg, Doolittle, Earhard, Post. REALITY... .as
we exited the long depression years, made my
“main guy” 2 baseball player ... Stanley Coveleskie,
somctime just before or afier 1920, Stanley "spit
balled” the Cleveland Indians to the World Series
tille... winning THREE games as they battled the
Brooklyn Dodgers. A Major League icon, he re-
tumed to Shamokin that year as the "Dodper
Diestrover,” heralded as such in the baseball head-
lines of Mew York papers.... later inducted into the
Baseball Hall of Fame! A Shamokin legend. 1
{bom in 1922) would not mect Stanley until after
his stint as a professional ball player. He was an
uncle 1o two of my school mates....John and Ed
Coveleskic. Most school days we walked past their
home on the way and to and from the traditional red
brick place of learning. Ed, the better athlete of the
two nephews, idolized Stanley and whenever the
"legend” visited, he'd entice him to "throw a few”
on the street in front of the house. That's how [ met
the "Dodger Destroyer.”  Ed and | often played on
the same eam.. both of us handy with bat and glove
and we did HOPE one day to be playing in the big
leagues....now, of course, just an old MEMORY,

BUTTTT! While WWII evaporated my
buseball dream, though unforeseen, it did provide
an opportunity for an avistion career, The war and
the risky, exciting, maturing call 1o "duty" impacted
significantly on our futures,

Rapidly assembled as the 315th Troop
Camier Group with & unique “transpon™ mission,
the “brass™ ordered more than enough training to
give us "operational ready” status. Unexpectedly,
wie learned techniques and values from ecach other
as lifetime friendships shaped up midst the wrmaoil
of "operations.” Farm boys taught truck drivers
who related to teachers Kids who got the atiention
of coal miners sons, ¢le..a5 we quickly jelled into a
"force.” Strangers, we proved compatible..cager to
achieve the military objectives ordered by the
"brass”....and, we did!

A veteran warrior now,..cherishing the com-
radery formed midst the madness of WAR, we meet
bicnnially to share "the good old days!™ [t was at
the Milwaukee reunion 1 finally pol to embrace Ed
Bom...the crew chiel aboard old "622% when my
Eraut cousing shot us down on the Wesel paradrop.
Ed and Larry Bassett (other pilot) mending fhe sev-
erely wounded radio operator {a substitute RO
whose name none of us can recall). We were able
1o keep old "622" aloft long enough to get 10 an All-
ied base just beyvond the front line...one with
medical services. The wounded RO was aboard a
GI ambulanee within 20-30 minutes of being
maimed by shrapnel from an 88MM shell that
exploded in the compartment where were stowed
the parachutes and life rafi....the blown, heavy
chutes and raft absorbing much of the blast and no
doubt saving the rest of the crews” lives, Tt
happened just as we lefl the DZ.. stacting our dive
for the Rhein River.

Indelible MEMORIES and new HOPES
sustain us! With TAPS sounding all to frequently
for old buddies whose souls have already found the
LIGHT that all seck, we now sense the inevilable
"big transition" (bigger even than the upgrades from
the Vultee BT-13 "Vibrator" to the Douglas C-47
Skytrain)....when, as carth bound "troops,” we "fade
away" as old soldiers do, 1o join the ethereal "Soul
Forces™ out there in the vast, dark beyond to finally
meet the hallooed Pilot who wears the White A-2
Jacket,. the great Command Pilot who eame along
for the "ride” more oftien than we realized it

See "Memaries™ page 10



Photos courtesy of Len Thomas
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Professtnd photos taken ar the
Academy ceremany can be purchased
frewn frivegenld Stieeliers, 20 8. Fim,
Denver, COX0222, Ph. 303 393-
OSO2. Cirenp prfietor: S20; indiviedinal
sqtiklront: S10. Send cheek or money
wdder.




JUST IN CASE YOU WANTED TO KNOW
WHO IS RUNNING THINGS

The following Officers and Board members
will be serving your Association

*Ray M Schwartz, president
*Richard T. Ford, vice president

*J.LL "Bert" Petersen - Past President *William S, Perkins - Term Expires 2002
William L. Brinson - Corresponding Sect'y *Newman Riechman - Term Expires 2002
Robert L. Cloer - Recording Sect'y *John E. McClain - Term Expires 2000
Sanford Friedman - Treasurer *Monroe Zartman - Term Expires 2000
Harold Slack - Ass't Treasurer

*J. W, Way - Term Expires 2004 *Bill Traw...alternate Board member
*Lawrence Ison - Term Expires 2004 *Member, Bourd of Directors)

ANDWTIO IS IXING TIHE WORK

(clip and save)

WHERE TO SEND STUFF

{changes, deaths, new members, (truc or false) (annual dues $20}
drop from mailings, etc.) J. S.Smith Sanford Fricdman
Robert L. Cloer 1967 lowa Ave NE 2425 Buckhburt Dr,
1417 Valley View Dr St. Petersburg, F133703 Cleveland, OH 44122
Yuba City, CA 95993 727 527-0587 216 464-1528
916 674-3681 E-mail: jsstanf@compuserve.com

E-mail: ricloer@syix.com




OFF THE GRAPEVINE
(AND OTHER QUESTTONABLE SGURCES)

INSIGNIA

For the many of you at the Colorado
Springs reunion who received a distinetive
squadron insignia pin, thank "Doe" Cloer. He
located a supplier, placed the order, brought the
pins to the reunion, AND then generously
danated them to the members.

o o gy e

I you Found the dues paying line o long at
the reunion—or didn't know there was a line, or
missed the reunion=you can send your check (ora
donation] directly to Treasurer Sandy Friedman (see
Where 1o Send Stuff, pape & ).

R
ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH EX-SERVICE
MEN AND WOMEN

Martin Sugarman (Ass’ Archivist AJEX
Jewish Military Muscum) is seeking names of
Jewish personnel who fought at the Battle of
Armbem. He would appreciate any information on
Jewish personne] who were either killed or sur-
vived, today alive or deceased, and any details
abaut them such as date and place of birth, full
maime, rank, seral number, unit assipned, whether
wounded, killed, POW, e1e? Contact Sugarman ar;
Headguarers, AJEX House, East Bank, Stamford
Hill, London M16 5RT.

[T TT]

Jan Bos attended a 24 May 1998 Memorial
Day in Holland as a member of the Groesheck
Airborne Friends. A yearly event he reports there
were speeches, a playing of the National anthems of
Holland and the United states, placing of wreaths,
plaving of taps and a Ty over by six F-16 fighters
ina double "missing man formation.”.

Jededok
LOOKING FOR SPANHOE?

If you're planning a trip o England and want
lo visit Spanhoe, contact "Doc” Cloer. He'll not
enly send local maps which will guide vou to the
airfield site but will also provide information on the
area.

m 1944 Vere v
Mewsletier: Last year some twenly velerans took
part in the jump at Ginkel Heath, all aged between
72 and 84. An appeal based on the jump, along with
sponsorship raised over 105,000 {English pounds)
for the Royal Star and Garter Home for dizahled
former ex-Servicemen and Women,

The letter added; "In 1998 the number
jumping will be some-what reduced as there are
those who will not be able to jump again, but the
team earries on!”

ha
DOCTOR SPEAK
il Daily: The following quotes
were taken from actual medical records s dictated
by physicians

= e pairesnt wees i I asual siare of pood Bl
wenetd Mibs enieprleane e ont e pas avd erashed

- thwe paitent fad walfes for breakfass and auorexia
S lvrch

= thit paatsennt exprerivnced o swdden it of sovere
atarntess of breatkh witd o e i:!}' el ;Jr.l.'mm:r.lj.' eefema
od Frenmrer whide Benving sex which gradvally dereriorated in iy
:quy"q:n#mn

= sl slippred enr the doe oo apiparently fer deps wem
i seporede direciions i ocarly Decenher.,

= comig fron Eedrais this iman e o olildren:

= wfrens e furintisd, her aves rolled aranned the reem,

T L]

On the Internet the Velerans Adminisiration
address is hitp2fwww.va.gov/. The Air Foree's
address is: hitpaiwww.issues.almil,

L
FIDy
( fiog, intensive dispersal of)
R From the Yacht Club Letter, April 199%
(6ngd TCS) on retuming from Arnhem to a fog
England 21 September 1944 after finding a plow

in the sky, seven C-47s from the 310 TCS and the
62nd TCS landed at FIDO equipped Bradwell Bay,
Descending through the heat of FIDO was like fly-
ing in rough mr and crossing the approach box tend-
ed to Noat the aireraft with the heat penerated

L1 1]
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HUGGING 1S HEALTHY

It helps the Bady's immtity system....it keeps you healthy
1 cares depression... It redices stress
It imelsces sécep, ' invigorating
' rejuvenaring... It hes re maplecsat sicle effects
HEXGING ix mothing lexs than o mivacfe.. FTUGCING is notured
It i organic.. Naturalfy sweet
No pesticdes...No preservetives
Nev aarvificiad ingrecdionss.. Onme Tumdred per cent wiolesome
HUGGING s practically perfect.... There are no moving parts
Nea friveries fo wear owt,.. No periodic cheelkupy
Lo erergey cansumpiion,... fieh encrgy vield
Inflartom praof__ser-foreitiig
Nea sieoneloly pervemenis.. Ne irsurance reguiremends

Heft proof.,, Non asable

Cofiedinge

We amrived at the beach at dark. A German
fighter plane hegan a strafing run to our south and
headed straight For us. Moments before his tracers
reached us, all the Allied puns on the beach and
nearby ships opened fire. He zoomed out of harm's
way,

The beachmaster pot us aboard an LCT
landing craft 1o take us out o 2 karger ship, an LST,
foor the return to England. Although pitch dark, a
German dive bomber dropped & bomb near the
LCT. knocking everybody down and covering us all
with water. Thinking that the bomber pilot had
seen the wake, the LCT commander decided to stay
motionless for the rest of the night.

I the moming the LCT made iis way o the
nearest LT troop ship. We were all near the wop of
the cargo nct, climbing up the side of the ship, when
the ship's crew came running wward us abandoning
ship, The LST had struck o magnetic mine, which
the Germans had laid during the night. The ship
sank in about ten minutes,

We finally pot aboard another LST which
took us back 1o England, to leamn the retuen glider
mission had been scrubbed. Allied troops had
secured the Normandy beachhead, the twming poin
of the war.

- 10-

Memariex

I believe LIFE was created on many planets,
orbiting numerous stars in uneounted palavics,
planet EARTH being just one of the "labs” in the
Milky Way._eanth's flora and fauna revealing,
rather than eliminating, a CREATOR. Albeit, the
tramsition provides a golden opportunity to cheek on
the veracily of my war-stories (so far only friend
Stew McElvea has ruled out "a vivid imagination."
and he did it tangue-in-cheek,. a lingening GAO
habit). I've witnesses for every war-story,
unfortunately though TAPS has sounded for many

of them,
LA )

(rnars the welitor)
LOST TOUCH?

I an old friend, with whom
you've lost touch, is Aol on the laest
roster, call or write "Doc™ Cloer and
he'll sean his roster collection which
gous Y back, He'll need the
vomplele name (gorrectly spelled)
|1.1.'ill1 the last aiddress you had,




TAPS

WITH DEEP REGRET WE RECORD
THE LOSS OF THESE COMRADES

{IF piom svere elove frivods o letter o twir
Seomeily wonalel raely e welooed, )

DOMATIONS

Members have expressed the desire 1o
provide donations in memory of former comrades
or acquaintances, The Association will accept these
through the organization’s treasurer and also inform
the families of such donations.

Maurice Dean 43rd 1998 We gratefully acknowledge donations re-
W. Thurston DeGroffd3rd unk ceived (sinee the June, 1998 Newslener) from:

Warden J. French  43rd 1996 - Barbara Papp

Marion G. Hill 30%th 1996 - Evelyn {Choppie) Kowalchuk

Raymand C. Hoersch 3 10th 1991 - Bemie Copgins :

Donald dMeBride 3dth 1998 Given in memory oft Marty Dean, Howard
Clement L. Naylor  341h 1998 Beagle, Richard Bohannon, Joseph Camphbell, John
James C. Pomeray  310th 1998 Conguest, Robert Crone, George Domberger (CO,
Jerry Sheldon unk 1998 £18th MAETS), Joseph Lemberg, Sigurd Matson,
Lester M. Sneed Idh 1931 Edward Papp, Jack Smiley, and William Thombury.

RE-DEDICATION CEREMONY AT SCENE OF 1944 CRASH

Twenty six Polish paratroopers and eight 3 15th crew members lost their lives.

On July th, 1944, two plancs of the 30%th
Sq, collided shortly afier take off an a practice
paradrop and erashed just west of the village of
Tidwell, Worihhampionshire. Cpl. T. Chambers,
radio operator on one of the plancs, standing near
the open cargo door, parachuted out and was the
only surviver.

A hand drawn and framed memorial of that
fatal accident has hung in All Saints Church, Tid-
well sinee 1943, 1t was recently moved to a
museum in Cracow. Inits place, installed ina
moving rededication ccremony on 6 June 1998, -isa
brass plaque bearing the names of all 34 lost,

Among those atlending weee: Ambassador
R, Stemplowsks of the Republic of Poland; USAF
Col A, J. Parrington, Air Attache; Mr. Zbignicw
Gasowski, President of the Polish Airborne Forces
Association; other notables; some 80+ Polish
paratroopers, and a large number of local residents.
Throwgh "Doc” Cloer's efforts, the 315th was
represenied by twe of our Honorary members, Capi.
James 8, C, Flavell and Dave Benefield,

o Hell Hexr This Phac

o The Mensrg of Thirty Kour Brabe Hen
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A Happy Holiday Season
from

the Officers and Directors

(and the faditor)

RSN



